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is the way we perform here. People who 
say: Send me. I will help you do this. 
You have got an event; I will come over 
and help. 

That is the preciousness of this coun-
try and what is admired by people 
around the world. But I think it is also 
important to explain democracy. 

Democracy generates great passions 
by Members of Congress, House, and 
Senate. If we went back over the ages 
and we were able to read the papers of 
those who were on this floor when we 
were a much smaller country, it was 
high and shrill because of their passion 
about democracy, because they wanted 
to put together a country that would 
respect people because they fled perse-
cution, and they didn’t want us to be a 
nation that would persecute. 

So I think as we go forward, it is im-
portant to engage our constituents in 
the beauty of democracy and in the 
beauty of disagreement without being 
disagreeable and let them know that 
we welcome acting on their behalf. But 
violent acts or taking things into your 
own hands, let us calm our commu-
nities all over the Nation. Let us give 
them a sense of the beauty of our dis-
agreement, because we have managed 
to keep this democracy sacred for so 
many years. 

Let us not allow our good friends in 
the media, whom I respect with the 
highest esteem because they are a 
product of the First Amendment, let us 
not jump immediately into blaming 
this one or that one. 

So many of us have seen the trage-
dies of the assassination of John F. 
Kennedy, the assassination of Martin 
Luther King, and the terrible tragedy 
of Gabrielle Giffords, who maintained 
her dignity and love of the institution 
and has taken on a cause that she be-
lieves in and is still fighting as an 
American. 

So now we have the opportunity not 
to raise up who this person was who is 
now deceased—we don’t know his men-
tal state, what his condition was, or 
why he was out. That it one issue. Let 
the investigation go forward. And 
whatever it is, let us still come to-
gether and say that we will disagree 
and not be disagreeable, and we will 
not encourage or rise up or try to not 
explain what democracy and love is all 
about. 

Mr. Speaker, I leave this podium by 
saying: Love prevails over hate; and I 
know that the love that is being gen-
erated toward those who are wounded 
and being cared for is going to cause 
them to have, I pray to God, a speedy 
recovery. 

And I say today: God bless all of you, 
and God bless the United States of 
America. 

f 

RECENT ICE RAIDS IN MICHIGAN 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Michigan (Mrs. LAWRENCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to address the ICE raids that 
have happened in Michigan. 

I was alarmed by the U.S. Immigra-
tion and Customs Enforcement raids 
that have resulted in the detention and 
possible removal of Iraqi nationals, as 
well as other members of the Detroit 
community. 

Why am I alarmed? 
Mr. Speaker, what we saw happen on 

Sunday, June 11, was an all out push to 
just remove Iraqi nationals who have 
been in this country, some for up to 40 
years, who have lived in this country, 
raised families, have worked, and were 
subject to raids. Over 100 Iraqi nation-
als, including Chaldeans and Muslims, 
were removed from their families and 
transported to a correctional facility 
in Youngstown, Ohio. 

I have been in touch with community 
leaders, who are not only distressed by 
the ongoing situation, but also ex-
pressed concern regarding the dangers 
that await these individuals if they re-
turn to an active war zone in Iraq. 

Many of the communities charac-
terize these raids as having a delib-
erate and calculated motive. Under-
stand that these deportations are part 
of an agreement made between Prime 
Minister Abadi and President Trump as 
part of a deal to remove Iraq from the 
travel ban, an agreement that is not in 
writing, Mr. Speaker, an agreement 
that Congress nor the public has access 
to. 

When ISIS reared its ugly head in 
2014 in northern Iraq, its main targets 
for genocide, sexual slavery, and other 
gross human rights violations included 
these same people: Iraqi Christians, 
Muslims, and other ethnic and reli-
gious minorities. 

In 2014, Congress passed a resolution, 
unanimously, recognizing Iraq’s ethnic 
and religious minorities as victims of 
genocide in Iraq and Syria. Since then, 
both the Obama administration and 
Trump administration have referred to 
these acts of violence against Iraqi 
Chaldeans and others as genocide; yet 
still we are going to deport these same 
people back to a country where there 
will be, surely, a confrontation of 
death or slavery. Removing these indi-
viduals represents what many have de-
scribed as a ‘‘death sentence’’ should 
they be deported into an active war 
zone. 

The final orders, we are told, of peo-
ple who were convicted of offenses are 
based on criminal activities; but we 
know for a fact, some were for driving 
without a license and some were for 
having possession of marijuana 25 
years ago. 

Furthermore, the removal orders are 
considered legal, and I support the 
legal process. They could be decades 
old. The problem is, Mr. Speaker, they 
don’t reflect the current challenging 
conditions in the country of origin. 
Some of those being deported can’t 
even speak Arabic because their entire 
life has been spent here in the United 
States. 

These raids have really started con-
fusion and fear in the community. It is 
not in line with the compassion and 

humanity that we, as the United 
States, have expressed over the years. 

Mr. Speaker, I will also say that now 
is the time, more than ever, that we in 
this Congress should have the political 
courage to establish an immigration 
plan for America. This jumping up and 
saying we are going to go over here and 
we are going to do this is not reflective 
of a legislative process. 

We must have an immigration plan 
in America so that we can address the 
correct and humanitarian deportation 
of those who should not be in our coun-
try, but also have a demonstrated and 
supported pathway to citizenship in 
these United States of America. It is 
amazing to me that in these United 
States of America, which was built 
from immigrants, we now have this un-
official immigration process in Amer-
ica. 

I close, Mr. Speaker, by saying that, 
as a Member of Congress and rep-
resenting Michigan with a significant 
Middle Eastern population, I stand 
here ready to do the job that I was sent 
here to do and to get an immigration 
plan for these United States of Amer-
ica. 

f 

NO ROOM FOR HATE AND 
VIOLENCE IN AMERICA 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today with the heaviest of hearts. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to be crystal 
clear that there is not any room in our 
society for hate. There is no room for 
violence. Whatever we do and wherever 
we may stand, we must act in a peace-
ful, orderly, and nonviolent fashion. 

We must understand that we are one 
people—the American people; we are 
one family—the American family; and 
we live in the same house—the Amer-
ican house. 

Mr. Speaker, we must teach all of our 
people to respect the dignity and the 
worth of every human being. We must 
be the headlights, not the taillights, in 
loving and cherishing our brothers and 
sisters. We are brothers and sisters. 

We must understand that our 
foremothers and our forefathers came 
to this great Nation in different ships, 
but we are all in the same boat now. 

As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. once 
said: 

We must all learn to live together as 
brothers and sisters; if not, we will perish as 
fools. 

Yesterday, was a difficult and dark 
day. There was so much pain and suf-
fering for so many people—for our fel-
low Members, for our families, and for 
our staffs. It shook the Congress and 
our Nation to its core. I, too, was in 
shock. My heart and my soul ached for 
those who were attacked and for those 
who witnessed the violence. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
express my love and my feelings for all 
of our colleagues, our friends, our 
staffs, the officers, and their families. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:49 Jun 15, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K15JN7.005 H15JNPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH4922 June 15, 2017 
In each and every moment, my 
thoughts and prayers have been with 
all of the victims and their families as 
they begin the long road to healing and 
recovery. They must understand that 
we are with them. 

We are with you. You are not alone. 
We love you, and we are praying for 
your safety and recovery. 

f 

REMEMBERING XAVIER OMARI 
JOY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Illinois (Mr. RUSH) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. RUSH. Mr. Speaker, last Thurs-
day, on a June summer evening in Chi-
cago, Illinois, in my district on the 
south side, a young man, 23 years old, 
was shot down, killed, and robbed of 
his cell phone, which was a nonsensical 
killing. 

Xavier Omari Joy was a teacher of 
our city, State, and Nation. He was 
given so much potential. He carried 
with him so much promise, and in his 
heart breathed so much purpose and 
dedication. 

b 1030 

Mr. Speaker, he spoke these words: 
‘‘Living in Woodlawn and working at 
the South Side YMCA, I know the pit-
falls and challenges my community 
faces. I strive to help the youth in my 
community by being a positive role 
model. I want to tangibly connect and 
aid youth to positively progress as stu-
dents.’’ 

These were the words spoken by Xa-
vier Omari Joy, a young man whose 
life was ended last Thursday. 

Xavier graduated from one of Chi-
cago’s premier high schools, the Whit-
ney M. Young High School. He played 
football for a year at the Harvard of 
the African American in the south, 
Morehouse College. 

Mr. Speaker, in the year 2014, Xavier 
joined City Year Chicago as a volun-
teer. City Year is a program of 
AmeriCorps, whose purpose is to send 
young mentors into underserved com-
munities to be of help, to provide guid-
ance, and most importantly of all, to 
provide meaningful, substantive exam-
ples. 

Xavier had so much promise, poten-
tial, and so much personality. He could 
walk into a room and the room would 
just light up. Friends always knew that 
they could come to Xavier to get a 
compassionate hearing of their issues 
and their problems. If you were down 
for a moment, hey, Xavier could lift 
you up for the rest of the day. 

He didn’t get to be this kind of excel-
lent individual by accident. He was 
born into a family of community-con-
scious people. His father, Ra Joy, is the 
executive director of CHANGE Illinois, 
a coalition leading systemic political 
and development action. His mother, 
Nykea Pippion-McGriff, is the first Af-
rican-American woman president of the 
Women’s Council of Realtors in Chi-
cago. 

Mr. Speaker, I come here today to 
honor and ask the Members of this 
Chamber to honor the life and the 
memory of Xavier Joy. 

Xavier, our Nation, our community, 
and the people in the First Congres-
sional District of Illinois will not let 
your death be in vain. We want to ex-
tend the promise, the potential, and 
the purpose of your life into the lives 
of all the young people in our Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, ‘‘Living in Woodlawn and 
working at the Southside YMCA, I know the 
pitfalls and challenges my community faces. I 
strive to help the youth in my community by 
being a positive role model. I want to tangibly 
connect and aid youth to positively progress 
as students.’’ 

These were the words of Xavier Omari Joy 
who was murdered on the streets of Chicago 
on June 8th. 

After graduating from one of Chicago’s top 
high schools, Whitney Young, and playing col-
lege football for a year at Morehouse, Xavier 
returned home to the South Side. 

In 2014, Xavier joined City Year Chicago, 
an AmeriCorps program that sends mentors 
into Chicago’s most under-served schools to 
provide guidance and examples for youth. 

Just 23 years old, Xavier envisioned a ca-
reer as an elected official. He saw this as an-
other way to directly impact his community 
and his city. 

He was born into a family of community 
conscious parents. His father, Ra Joy is the 
executive director of CHANGE Illinois, a coali-
tion leading systemic political and government 
reform. His mother, Nykea Pippion-Griff is the 
first elected African American woman presi-
dent of the Women’s Council of Realtors Chi-
cago. 

He further served his community as a tutor 
and mentor at the YMCA, as well as several 
schools in the Chicago metropolitan area. 

Xavier made his life about giving back and 
ensuring that children had a positive male role 
model. 

We will always remember Xavier’s dedica-
tion to others, warmth, confidence, and benev-
olent spirit. 

It is his loss of life that brought me to the 
House floor today. There are too many 
names, too many lives taken far too soon in 
my city, Chicago. 

There is a perverse spirit rampant in our na-
tion where life no longer carries its value. 

That was demonstrated yesterday with the 
Alexandria shooting that wounded Majority 
Whip STEVE SCALISE, Capitol Police Special 
Agents Crystal Griner and David Bailey, Con-
gressional Staffer Zachary Barth, and lobbyist 
Matt Mika. 

Life is valuable and we need to cherish its 
meaning. 

As a father whose son was also killed by 
gun violence, I can empathize with Nykea’s 
family and all the families across my district 
and the Nation who have experienced this 
tragedy. No parent should have to experience 
a loss such as this. 

Xavier was the type of young man that we 
all want our children to grow up to be and his 
life was taken while doing something so many 
Americans take for granted every day: return-
ing home from work. 

My thoughts and prayers are with Nykea’s 
family and the families across America who 
mourn those lost to senseless violence. 

We deserve better. We are better. 
f 

RECESS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 35 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 
The recess having expired, the House 

was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 
The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 

J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 
Almighty God, thank You for giving 

us another day. In Your presence, dark 
nights of challenges are dispelled by 
the dawn of Your love, and You know 
our needs before we express them. 

Thank You for daily providing our 
lawmakers with guidance and strength. 

We pause to thank You for the cour-
age and sacrificial service of our Cap-
itol Police. Forgive us when we take 
their daily courageous service for 
granted. 

Forgive us also when we seem to for-
get that words matter and can become 
seeds that will bring a bitter harvest. 

Bring speedy healing to our brother 
STEVE SCALISE, and all those injured in 
yesterday’s shooting. Bring peace and 
solace to all those affected by yester-
day’s tragedy. 

Today, use the Members of this peo-
ple’s House as instruments of Your 
peace, bringing unity from division, 
light from darkness, joy from sadness, 
and hope from despair. 

Dear God, continue to bless America, 
and may all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 
The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-

ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 

from Arkansas (Mr. CRAWFORD) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. CRAWFORD led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-

tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 
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